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 “It takes a village to raise a child,” says an old African proverb. A lot of people besides classroom 

teachers help better educate children, including the YWCA, coaches, and parent volunteers. They can 

teach us things from encouraging us to read more to building persistence in us. 

 Have you ever seen someone getting bullied, or have you been bullied before? The YWCA helps 

us understand that bullying is wrong, and that you should always tell a teacher if you witness it or 

experience it. If you see bullying, whether it’s in the halls of high school or a fifth grade playground, you 

should always tell a teacher, if you don’t feel comfortable defending your friend face to face with a 

bully. Parents are also a good option, which brings us to another valuable part of the community – 

parent volunteers.  

 Parent volunteers are so helpful. Parents take an hour of their free time to come in and do book 

talks and math facts for our class. They really encourage you to always try your best. Is it possible to 

make reading any more fun? With parent volunteers – yep! Parents also direct after school clubs. Clubs 

help you learn and socialize with other people. When I did coding club, I learned about the technology of 

coding. Our parent volunteer, Mrs. Forrester, put together a robot team that met outside of school. We 

entered a competition and worked together to make the robot complete tasks. She encouraged us and 

made the whole experience fun, and we learned a lot, too.  

 Do you play any sports? If so, you should really thank your coach for building your confidence. 

Coaches help you learn the importance of working as a team. Coaches also build up and develop good 

traits in you. Persistence and perseverance mean being determined and never giving up! Take my 

basketball coach, for example. I was a beginner at basketball and when I started practice he was always 

telling me that I could do anything if I worked at it. It was hard to learn to dribble with my left hand, but 



he encouraged me to keep trying and I learned to do it. My coach developed a lot of determination in 

me. I bet other coaches help students build confidence, which helps them in the classroom. 

 You should always be thankful for people who better educate you. The YWCA, parents, and 

coaches help you to build confidence and teach you important lessons. So thank you to those who work 

together to better educate my peers and me.  


